
2017-2018 STUDIO AGREEMENT 
 
EXPECTATIONS: 
 
While each student will progress differently, students must show that they are committed to learning. This means 
practicing regularly and effectively, actively participating and communicating in lessons, and coming to lessons prepared, 
with a positive attitude and a willingness to learn. Students are expected to practice a minimum of 5 days per week for 
5 minutes per day per grade in school. Specific goals will be discussed in lessons. Students not meeting this expectation 
will be dismissed from the studio. Remember, you get as much out of lessons as you put in!  
 
Students are also expected to participate in studio activities, such as masterclasses and recitals, and are encouraged to 
participate in youth orchestras and summer music festivals. 
 
COMMUNICATION: 

 
Email is sufficient for any correspondence you may need to send me, but please feel free to call or text if you prefer. I do 
not answer the phone while I am teaching, so please send a text if you require an immediate response. All cancellations 
must be emailed or made through the logged-in portion of the  website. 
 

EMAIL: jessica@jessicasherer.com     PHONE: (404) 433.5433 
SKYPE: jessica.sherer       GOOGLE: jesherer 

 
§ INVOICES: You will receive an invoice at the beginning of each month which helps us stay on the same page 

about lesson dates.  Please review the dates listed carefully for holidays, teacher absences, etc.  
 

§ WEBSITE: Log in for schedule, contact info, available make-up lesson slots, invoices, online payments, etc. Sync 
with your Google or smart phone calendar to keep track of lessons, and automatically see available make-up 
lesson slots as they appear: studio.jessicasherer.com/log-in. 

 
§ DISCONTINUING LESSONS: Lessons should be considered a year-long commitment. Should you need to 

discontinue lessons prior to the end of a school year, please provide at least one month’s notice. 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
Lessons are a weekly commitment. In order to progress consistently and avoid frustration, please prioritize attendance and 
avoid scheduling appointments that conflict.  Full tuition is due whether or not the student attends all lessons, so 
consistent attendance is the best way to get the most for your money. 
  

§ ABSENCES: Tuition will not be discounted or refunded for missed lessons. Your tuition pays for your reserved 
time, regardless of the degree to which you use it. If a conflict is unavoidable, please use the following options: 
 
1. ONLINE LESSONS: If the cancellation is due to transportation issues. Limited to one per month. 
2. LESSON SWAPS: Use contact sheet on website to arrange to swap times with another student if needed. 
3. MAKE-UP LESSONS: Students may make up 2 lessons per semester under the following conditions: 

• Lesson is cancelled 24 hours’ notice in advance (except for illness) through email or the website. 
• Make-ups are only on designated make-up days or when another student is absent.   
• Lessons missed beyond 2, or those unable to be made up during the designated times by the end 

of the semester, will be forfeited. 
• You must log into the website to see and register for available make-up slots, which will appear 

when another student cancels, so check regularly. If you have synced your studio calendar with 
your smart-phone or Google calendar, you will automatically see available times. Eligible make-
up credits will be added to your account automatically. 

 
 
 
 



§ TEACHER ABSENCES: While there are many benefits to studying with an active performer, it also means that I 
travel frequently for performances.  Please pay close attention to your monthly invoice and/or online calendar 
for these dates.  Students will not be charged for lessons missed by the teacher. Students with important 
performances coming up may always opt for online lessons while I am traveling. 
 

§ ILLNESS: Please be considerate both of me and of the other students, and do not come to your lesson if you are 
sick. Lessons missed due to illness do not have to be cancelled 24 hours in advance, but please provide as 
much notice as possible. I trust my students to use this exception only in the case of actual illness. 

 
§ HOLIDAYS: Because our students come from many different school districts, studio holidays may not match up 

with your school’s holidays. Please check the website or your invoice for studio dates. When students are on 
school vacation, they may opt out of lessons without penalty, as long as 24 hours’ notice is given. Students 
may also be able to schedule extra lessons during studio breaks if desired. 

 
§ INCLEMENT WEATHER: If inclement weather prevents travel to the studio, lessons will be taught online via 

Skype, FaceTime, or Google Hangouts, depending on your preference.  
 

§ ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TIMES:  Out of consideration to the previous student, please arrive no earlier 
than 5 minutes before the start of your lesson time.  Students must be picked up on time, no exceptions.  I keep 
a very tight schedule and cannot be available to supervise students once the lesson time is over. Students who 
are late are entitled to the remainder of their lesson time – however, there is very little wiggle room in my 
schedule, so I cannot teach beyond the end of our scheduled time. 

 
FEES: 

 
§ TUITION: Due at the first lesson of the month, payable either online or by cash, check, or credit card.  Alternative 

arrangements may be considered on an individual basis; please consult with me in advance. 
 
§ RECITAL ACCOMPANIMENT: $50.00, covers one 15- or 30-minute rehearsal (determined by the length of the 

piece) plus the performance.   
 
§ SHEET MUSIC: Per copyright laws, students may not perform from copied music.  Sheet music is a necessary 

expense when taking lessons, and tends to increase as students become more advanced, so please factor this 
into your budget for lessons. Some music in the public domain can be found on imslp.org or flutetunes.com.



RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Successful music lessons require a significant commitment from parents, students, and teachers. 
 
PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 

§ Encourage and monitor practice sessions  
o For students 12 and under, this will mean direct supervision and guidance.   
o Know your student’s practice goals and methods so that you can assist effectively 

§ Drop off and pick up student on time 
§ Uphold all terms of the studio agreement, and make sure that students understand these terms as well. 
§ Make tuition payments on time. 
§ Ensure that lessons are cancelled at least one day ahead in order to qualify for a make-up lesson. 
§ Provide one month’s notice if your student needs to discontinue lessons before the end of the year. 
§ Provide and properly maintain all necessary instruments and other equipment. 
§ Keep in direct contact with both teacher and student about successes, struggles, questions, concerns.  

Communication is key! 
o Please plan to come to the first 5 minutes of your student’s lesson a few times a year to touch base about 

the student’s progress and needs. 
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 

§ Practice regularly and effectively! 
o Practice methods and goals will be addressed in lessons. 
o Try, try, try! 

§ Be an active participant in lessons. Talk, experiment, and communicate your struggles and successes. 
§ Persevere through the difficult times… huge leaps are just around the corner! 
§ Arrive for lessons on time. 
§ Bring lesson materials (flute, pencil, all music, notebook) to all lessons. 
§ Maintain and care for your instrument on a daily basis. 
§ Have fun and keep an open mind and positive attitude! 
§ Take advantage of opportunities to perform, compete, collaborate with other young artists, and hear live 

performances by professional musicians. 
 
TEACHER RESPONSIBILITIES: 

§ Provide a weekly 30-, 45-, or 60-minute lesson. 
§ Utilize the finest teaching methods, materials, music, and literature available. 
§ Provide a solid and comprehensive musical understanding. 
§ Foster a love of music through fun, humor, discipline, understanding, and positive reinforcement. 
§ Forge and nurture a connection with each student and work in each student’s best interest. 
§ Acknowledge and praise students’ individual strengths and adjust teaching style accordingly. 
§ Provide a safe, nurturing atmosphere that encourages growth and exploration. 
§ Help students to develop life skills such as self-discipline, responsibility, and self-esteem through their study of 

music. 
§ Prepare the student for auditions, contests, and performances. 
§ Publicize concerts, events, and opportunities related to students’ musical studies. 
§ Help students to grow as musicians and as people, keeping musical goals integrated with human goals. 

 
 

 



STUDENT INFORMATION 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________________ 
 
Student Email: ______________________________________________ Student Cell: ____________________________ 
 
School: ______________________________________________________________Grade: _______________________ 
 
Parent(s) Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address(es): _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent(s) Phone(s): __________________________________________________________ Text Messaging?  cY   cN 
 
Parent(s) Email(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Preferred online lesson method:    c Skype    c FaceTime    c Google Hangouts     Online ID: ____________________ 
 
 
Required Materials: 
I will provide each student with a lesson binder.  Students are responsible for providing their own instrument in good 
working order.  I will discuss book and sheet music needs with students and parents.   
 

 I already have: Please order for me: I will get: 
    
Music stand     
    
Cleaning Rod     
    
Cleaning Cloth    
    
Metronome    
    
Tuner    
    
Mirror     
 
 
Please initial and sign below stating that you have read and agree to uphold the studio agreement as stated above, 
and have received a copy for your records.  Parents of minors, please initial the paragraph below. 
 
_____ I understand that the instructor is present to teach music only and is not a childcare provider.  I understand that the 
instructor is not responsible for the safety of my child during his or her lessons. I understand that the instructor will not be 
available to my child before or after his or her scheduled lesson time, and I assume responsibility for ensuring adequate 
childcare before, during, and after lessons. 
 
_____ I agree to be available by phone for the duration of my child’s lesson time in case of emergency. 
 
_____ In case of emergency, accident, or illness, I give my permission for my child to be transported by ambulance, 
treated by a medical professional, and admitted to a hospital, if necessary. 
 
 
Parent Signature: ___________________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
 
Student Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 


